
YOUTH LEADERSHIP FOR SOCIAL 
JUSTICE AND PEACE 



A GLOBALLY CELEBRATED 
CONSTITUTION



In part, the preamble says:

A TRANSFORMATIVE BLUE PRINT 
WITH A CLEAR VISION OF SOCIETY



A TRANSFORMATIVE BLUEPRINT WITH A CLEAR 
VISION OF SOCIETY



In Minister of Finance and Other v Van Heerden ((6) SA 121 (CC), Moseneke DCJ stated:

“Of course, democratic values and fundamental human rights espoused by our Constitution are foundational. But just as

crucial is the commitment to strive for a society based on social justice. In this way, our Constitution heralds not only equal

protection of the law and non-discrimination but also the start of a credible and abiding process of reparation for past

exclusion, dispossession, and indignity within the discipline of our constitutional framework (para 25)”

“Equality before the law protection in section 9(1) and measures to promote equality in section 9(2) are both necessary and

mutually reinforcing (Para 31)

“ “Absent positive commitment progressively to eradicate socially constructed barriers to equality and to root out systemic or

institutionalized underprivilege, the Constitutional promise of equality before the law and its equal protection benefit must,

in the context of our country, ring hollow”.

This perspective on equality and related social justice was resonant with the reasoning of Ngcobo J in Bato Star Fishing (PTY) v The

Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism and Others 2004 (7) BCLR 687, where he stated:

“In this fundamental way, our Constitution differs from other constitutions which assume that all are equal and in so

doing simply entrench existing inequalities. Our Constitution recognises that decades of systematic racial

discrimination entrenched by the apartheid legal order cannot be eliminated without positive action being taken to

achieve that result. We are required to do more than that. The effects of discrimination may continue indefinitely unless

there is a commitment to end it.” (Para 37)

A TRANSFORMATIVE BLUEPRINT 
WITH A CLEAR VISION OF SOCIETY

http://www.saflii.org/cgi-bin/LawCite?cit=2004%20%287%29%20BCLR%20687


WHO MOVED OUR CHEESE 



WHY SHOULD YOUNG PEOPLE 
CARE?



Social Justice impact conscious and systems thinking driven policy and 

legislation design through leveraging disaggregated data to predict 

likely impact

Cultivating active citizenship for social accountability and social cohesion

Integrated civil society investment in levelling opportunities in education 

and supporting self empowerment in disadvantaged communities

Encourage Leadership  among all  and contribute to a capable state

EPIC Leadership anchored in self awareness, Ubuntu, Skills and 

Knowledge, including new philosophical theories for pressing challenges 

and peaceful coexistence 

WHAT CAN YOUNG PEOPLE 
DO?



Agree on 
legacy and 
need for 
reset and 
stop 
denialism

1
Connect 
lights and 
reach all 
municipal 
wards

2
Level the 4 IR 
Playing Field 

3
Transform  
Culture/Attit
udes

4
Align  policy 
and 
legislation 
design

5

FIVE  STRATEGIC IMPACT 
AREAS TO MOVE NEEDLE IN 
AND THROUGH EDUCATION



A GLIMMER OF HOPE



A GLIMMER OF HOPE



GRATITUDE


